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Panel vote 
expected 
today on 
Sporkin 
judgeship 


By Bill Gertz 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


The Senate Judiciary Committee 
investigation into charges that CIA 
General Counsel Stanley Sporkin 
shielded a senior CIA official from a 
Justice Department espionage pros- 
ecution is expected toend today with 
a committee vote on Mr Sporkin’s- 
nomination to a federal judgeship. 

The controversial nomination has 
been held up fop 18 months, during 
an investigation of allegations of im- 
proprieties relating to Mr. Sporkiirt 
role in a CIA investigation of a leak. 

The only open hearing on the 
nomination revealed Tliesday that 
Mr Sporkin was involved in a dis- 
pute between the CIA and the FBI, 
and that both agencies had delayed 
giving details of the investigation to 
committee investigators. 

Sea Jeremiah Denton, Alabama 
Republican, told the hearing that he 
had become Mr Sporkin’s primary 
antagonist in the affair because of 
“missives” from FBI officials who 
sought to challenge Mr Sporkin’s 
nomination. Mr Denton heads a Ju- 
diciary subcommittee on security 
and terrorism that oversees FBI ac- 
tivities. 

Mr Denton said in an interview 
TUesday the investigation into the 
nomination has produced numerous 
“sworn contradictory statements” 
that may involve perjury. 

According to congressional 
sources close to the investigation, 
FBI officials oppose the nomination 
because, they say, Mr Sporkin 
blocked a Justice Department espi- 
onage investigation of a senior CIA 
intelligence officer that began in 
July 1982 and ended with the res- 
ignation of Charles E. Waterman, a 
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CIA national intelligence officer for 
Middle East affairs. 

The congressional sources, who 
requested anonymity, provided the 
following account of the dispute be- 
tween the FBI and CIA, which has 
been verified independently by 
other sources close to the investiga- 
tion: 

The investigation began when the 
National Security Agency obtained 
electronic intercepts that indicated 
data from an internal CIA publica- 
tion relating to Middle East sources 
had been passed to a Washington re- 
search center and published in the 
center’s monthly newsletter. 

The Justice Department then or- 
dered an FBI investigation into the 
leak and traced its source to Mr. Wa- 
terman, the CIA’s top Middle East 
affairs intelligence analyst. 

In the spring of 1984, this account 
goes, Mr. Waterman’s attorney, Sey- 
mour Glanzer, called the FBI’s Wash- 
ington field office and told FBI 
agents that Mr. Sporkin had ar- 
ranged for him to provide pro bono 
legal counsel for Mr. Waterman. Mr. 
Glanzer told the FBI agents that the 
leak of classified information had 
been authorized by CIA officials. 
Therefore, Mr, Waterman had vio- 
lated no laws regarding the disclo- 
sure of classified information. 

Mr Glanzer has said he did not 
provide free legal services to Mr 
Waterman, but would not say how 
much Mr. Waterman paid him for his 
services. 

The FBI reply to Mr. Glanzer was 
that the investigation could be con- 
cluded if he could produce an affida- 
vit from the CIA saying the leak had 
been authorized. 

Deputy CIA Director John 
McMahon refused to authorize an 
official CIA statement on the disclo- 
sure of the secret data. 

Mr. Glanzer then called the FBI 
and arranged a meeting, which was 
attended by Mr Sporkin, Mr. Water- 
man and CIA Deputy Director for ft 
Intelligence Robert Gates. 

The meeting was called to dispel 
the allegation that Mr. Waterman 
had disclosed information without 
authorization, without an affidavit 
from the CIA. 

Instead, the meeting prompted a 
letter from William French Smith, 
then the U.S. attorney general, to 
CIA Director William Casey, warn- 
ing that the Justice Department 
might prosecute Mr. Waterman on 
espionage charges unless the CIA 
took action. 


CIA spokesman George Lauder 
said no letter had been sent on the 
subject of Justice Department pros- 
ecution of Mr. Waterman, but he 
would not say whether the Justice 
Department sought to prosecute a 
senior CIA official. 

Mr. Waterman left the agency in 
late 1984 and now works as a foreign 
policy consultant. 

Mr. Sporkin, who has previously 
said he was carrying out his respon- 
sibility as CIA general counsel in no- 
tifying Mr. Waterman to obtain legal 
counsel, could not be reached for 
comment. 

The FBI also opposes the Sporkin 
nomination because they believe Mr. 
Sporkin would favor the CIA as the 
presiding judge of the Foreign Intel- 
ligence Surveillance Act (FISA) 
court, congressional sources say. I 

With his CIA experience, \Ir. 
Sporkin as a judge would be a prime 
candidate to head the seven-judge 
panel when the term of the presidin’ 
judge ends in 1989, the sources said 

The FISA court was established 
by the 1978 act to authorize wiretaps 
and other electronic surveillance 
techniques by the FBI and the N t 
tional Security Agency. Judges ate 
appointed to a single seven-year 
term by Chief Justice Warren 
Burger. 
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